Artist Statement
Born in New Zealand but raised in Melbourne, it soon became apparent to my family that art would have a big impact on my life. As I toddler I spent countless hours creating images on my chalk board, this introduction to drawing developed into an ongoing passion which has never weakened. Even as a young child I carefully studied Renaissance and Baroque artworks contained in my Grandparents art books and was in awe of their craftsmanship. I also recall being taken with images by Realists, Impressionists and Expressionists. During my senior years at secondary school I planned to become a children’s book illustrator, but upon beginning my tertiary education I quickly resolved to become an artist. This decision I am sure took a while for my mother to recover from as the art world is a tough nut to crack and the stereotype of the starving artist is certainly entrenched into the collective psyche of the Australian people. Soon I had her support, as well as that of my family and friends.

 Perhaps not quite knowing what I was getting into I started my journey to become an Artist. I began my education at the Northern Metropolitan Tafe under the instruction of the gifted artists Terri Brooks, Jill Orr, Phil Edwards and George Alamidis. During my time there, Phil Edwards urged me to consider applying for RMIT, which I subsequently did and was accepted. My studies opened my eyes to a whole world of artists and theories. I often worked in my studio until asked to leave by the security guards, as they had to lock up, and on many occasions was amongst the last to be ushered out of the State library. Perhaps my favourite thing about studying in the city was being able to immerse myself in all the art the cities galleries could offer. I recall numerous visits to the same show of artists such as Marise Maas, John Anderson, Ricky Swallow and Godwin Bradbeer. The work I produced at Uni was very varied, so varied in fact that it would be almost unbelievable that they were by the same artist. In my last year of Uni I set myself a challenge of becoming a really good painter. I wanted to understand the elements of art; I wanted to produce works with a level of technical skill that I had not achieved before. I still set this goal ahead of me. It has made me an ambitious artist, a persistent artist, hungry for the satisfaction of personal achievement, an artist who is always pushing. I always want to challenge myself, work on paintings that I am not sure I can pull off. I feel that if you know you can do something without extending yourself, why bother? In my work I have held on to the diversity of my uni days, but I believe that no matter how varied the works seem, they are unified buy technique and my application of paint.

To sustain my practice it became obvious to me that the most rewarding and personally relevant career I could chose would be to teach art. I completed a Graduate Diploma of Education at Melbourne University and quickly secured a teaching position at a Northern Region State School. Being able to share my love of art with students while teaching them about everything from Indigenous art through to Post Modernism continues to be a joyful experience. Teaching art means that I am always discovering new artists and art forms. On top of this I have been able to give some guidance to students and their families through my role as a Welfare coordinator. This role within the school has given me a deeper understanding of people and reinvigorated my belief that art is essential. It has exposed me to many new customs, ideologies and traditions from all over the world, as the school is very multicultural. It has given me a broader scope of understanding of the situations that are common in the world today, both abroad and in our own backyards. All the while I have been advancing my art practice, concentrating on exhibiting and raising my profile as an emerging Australian Artist.
 I am a painter and I enjoy painting. I enjoy the look of paint, the texture, the difference in the way it meets the canvas with and without medium. I think an artists’ brushwork is as individual and unique as a fingerprint. My work reflects this passion for both art history and theory. My work is contemporary but acknowledges the past and pays homage to past and present artists. I feel that I am a revisionist; I appropriate, and borrow as well as extend and redevelop ideas and styles. I do not adhere to the restrictions of any one style of concept but explore a multitude of options. I draw inspiration from what I see around me, what I believe, what I hold close and what I detest. I draw from the real world, from current affairs and from trends in fashion, music and film. I draw from literature and mass media, anything from ‘The Incredible Hulk’ to Paul’s letters to the Corinthians, radio, TV, film, art books, anything, anywhere, anytime. My art is an exploration of my self, my attitudes, needs and wants. It reflects my tastes and my passions but also acts as a platform for discussion. I don’t insist that my interpretation is the only valid one. I encourage all to distinguish their own meanings by looking into their own attitudes, experiences and desires. I don’t think it is possible not to see an artwork without immediately having your own interpretation of the work, or at the very least a suspicion. It is my desire that each person who views my work allows themself to ponder what the work is saying and solves that puzzle individually in their mind.
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